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R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Key figures

These publication-ready figures are available as SVG and high-resolution PNG files in the canonical web report. 

Each carries a stable figure ID, source line, and citation path.

I V Y  W AT E R S  R E S E A R C H FIGURE 1 / 2026

Build backward from the destination

The receiving decision determines which evidence belongs in the packet.

01

Destination

Who will read?

02

Decision

What will they decide?

03

Requirements

What is published?

04

Evidence

What supports it?

05

Packet

Share the smallest
complete set

SOURCE Ivy Waters synthesis of selected government, examination, school, and post-secondary policies.

ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026#figure-transition-destination-first

Figure 1: Figure 1. Build backward from the destination

I V Y  W AT E R S  R E S E A R C H FIGURE 2 / 2026

One archive, several destination packets

School return, international moves, examinations, and applications require different
translations of the same learning history.

School return

Placement and continuity

International move

Status, translation, and context

Exam or credential

Eligibility and external verification

Application

Courses, evidence, and destination format

SOURCE Ivy Waters transition-packet archetypes from official and institutional sources.

ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026#figure-transition-packet-archetypes

Figure 2: Figure 2. One archive, several destination packets
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I V Y  W AT E R S  R E S E A R C H FIGURE 3 / 2026

Transition readiness is built before urgency

Source checking, evidence selection, verification, and submission each need their own lead time.

12+ months

Identify routes

6 months

Map evidence

3 months

Verify and translate

Submission

Format and receipt

After

Preserve decision
trail

SOURCE Ivy Waters planning synthesis; actual deadlines remain destination-specific.

ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026#figure-transition-preparation-timeline

Figure 3: Figure 3. Transition readiness is built before urgency

I V Y  W AT E R S  R E S E A R C H FIGURE 4 / 2026

Document confidence rises with external
legibility
A parent-authored record is strongest when its basis, evidence, and any external verification
remain visible.

LEVEL 0

Assertion

A claim without
basis

LEVEL 1

Contextualized
record

Dates, scope,
method

LEVEL 2

Supporting
evidence

Readable underlying
work

LEVEL 3

External
verification

When required or
useful

SOURCE Ivy Waters evidence-confidence framework; acceptance remains institution-specific.

ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026#figure-transition-document-confidence

Figure 4: Figure 4. Document confidence rises with external legibility
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If your child may return to school, move countries, sit external exams, start vocational training, take a university 

course, or apply to university, the useful question is not whether homeschooling closes doors. The useful question 

is what the next destination will need to understand, verify, or assess.

Home education is one of the most adaptable ways to educate a child. That adaptability is a strength, but it means 

the record cannot be an afterthought. A school, exam centre, training provider, university, immigration authority, 

or credential evaluator may use different language for the same learning. The family needs a translation layer that 

preserves the learner’s work without pretending that a parent-created summary is automatically a government 

credential.

This report is a global desk audit of transition pathways. It compares selected official government sources and 

receiving-institution policies across regions. It does not survey families, estimate acceptance rates, rank countries, 

or promise that any institution will accept a particular transcript. It identifies the documents, evidence types, 

decision points, and areas of discretion that families should plan around.

The pro-homeschool conclusion is practical: a flexible education deserves a flexible record. The best record is 

not the one that imitates a school most closely. It is the one that makes the learner’s pathway clear, preserves 

evidence while it is fresh, and gives the destination enough information to make its own decision.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Executive summary

There is no universal homeschool transition document. A registration certificate, exemption, transcript, port

folio, external examination, reference, and credential evaluation answer different questions. They support one 

another, but none should be presented as a substitute for all the others.

The destination sets the evidence standard. A return to a local school may involve placement or credit 

decisions. A university may ask for formal qualifications, course descriptions, samples, testing, references, or 

context. An overseas evaluator may require verified post-secondary awards and official translations. Start with the 

destination and work backward.

Home education is recognized through many different administrative designs. England allows parents to 

provide a full-time education otherwise than at school, with local authority inquiry powers. New Zealand uses 

an exemption process. New South Wales uses registration and an assessed educational program. Texas does 

not regulate, index, monitor, approve, register, or accredit homeschool programs through the Texas Education 

Agency. Florida uses a parent-directed home education route with notice and annual evaluation requirements. 

These are not interchangeable models. GOV.UK home education · New Zealand Ministry of Education home 

education · NSW home schooling · Texas Education Agency home schooling · Florida Department of Education 

home education

Returning to school is usually a placement process, not a simple conversion of a homeschool transcript 

into school credit. Texas says districts evaluate records to determine grade-level or course placement and may 

consider transcripts, curriculum, work, or assessments. An English local authority explains that a returning pupil 

may be assessed for level and that exam entry is not automatic. The right packet therefore explains what was 

learned and gives the receiving school room to assess it. Texas public-school enrollment · Essex returning to school

External exams are a bridge, not a shortcut. Private candidates must find an approved centre, confirm that the 

chosen syllabus is available, satisfy practical or coursework rules, and meet the centre’s administrative deadlines. 

Cambridge International and the Joint Council for Qualifications both make the centre relationship central. 

Cambridge International private candidates · JCQ private candidates

Dual enrollment can make home education more portable, but the college still controls entry conditions. 

Florida expressly includes home education students in dual enrollment and requires an articulation agreement 

with the student and parent. The state page also lists GPA, college-readiness, institutional, and graduation-timing 

ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026 6
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conditions. Participation in a course is not the same as completing secondary education or receiving a diploma. 

Florida dual enrollment

Universities that welcome home-educated applicants still ask for concrete evidence. University of California 

guidance asks applicants to describe their home-school environment and academic history. The University of 

Toronto asks home-school applicants for a letter, course outlines, textbooks, evaluation method, written work, 

and relevant independent evaluations or standardized results. Christ’s College Cambridge highlights suitable 

exams, science practicals where relevant, a non-family referee, predicted grades, and admissions assessments. 

University of California home-schooled students · University of Toronto home-school applicants · Christ’s College 

Cambridge home-educated applicants

Credential evaluation is narrower than many families assume. NZQA’s International Qualification Assessment 

process evaluates certain tertiary or vocational upper-secondary qualifications and does not evaluate secondary 

school qualifications, incomplete programs, certificates of attendance, or programs that do not lead to a 

qualification. It also requires verified documents and official translations where documents are not in English. A 

homeschool transcript may help explain a pathway, but it is not automatically an evaluated qualification. NZQA 

evaluating overseas qualifications · NZQA evidence and document requirements

Apostille and translation solve authenticity and language problems, not recognition problems. The UK 

Legalisation Office explains that legalisation checks whether a signature, stamp, or seal matches its records. It 

does not certify the content of a document or force the receiving institution to accept it. The receiving authority 

should tell the family whether certification, legalisation, an apostille, a sworn translation, or an ordinary translation 

is required. GOV.UK legalise a document

Privacy belongs inside the transition plan. Families should prepare a minimum necessary packet for each 

destination, keep a private master archive, use purposeful consent, and avoid publishing a child’s full portfolio 

simply because a receiving institution asked for evidence. In the United States, FERPA’s disclosure-consent model 

requires the records, purpose, and recipient to be identified. That law does not automatically govern a private 

homeschool archive, but it is a useful discipline for deciding what to share. U.S. Department of Education FERPA 

· FERPA consent requirements

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

The destination-first model

The central mistake in transition planning is to begin with the document a family already has. A parent may ask, 

“How do I make my homeschool transcript accepted?” The better question is, “What decision is the destination 

trying to make, and what evidence does it use for that decision?”

Use this five-step sequence:

1. Name the decision. Is the destination deciding whether to register a learner, place a learner, award credit, 

enter an exam, admit a student, recognize a qualification, or approve a training pathway?
2. Name the decision-maker. It may be a local authority, school principal, district, exam centre, university 

admissions office, faculty, credential evaluator, training provider, or immigration authority.
3. Find the current source. Prefer the official law, government page, qualification body, admissions page, or 

institution policy. A search result, forum, or anecdote can help locate the source, but it should not be the 

final authority.
4. Separate fixed requirements from discretion. “Must provide” is different from “may be asked for,” which 

is different from “helps the reviewer understand the application.”
5. Build the smallest complete packet. Send what answers the destination’s question. Keep the larger 

archive private unless the destination requests more.

This model protects both sides of home education. It respects the receiving institution’s legitimate decision while 

preventing the family from surrendering every piece of a child’s private history to prove that learning happened.
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R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

A transition taxonomy

Entering home education

The first transition is often overlooked because it happens before the family thinks of itself as needing a record. 

The entry point may be a notice to a school, a local authority, an exemption certificate, a registration application, 

an annual evaluation, or no state-level filing at all.

The entry file should contain:

• The date home education began.
• The child’s identity and responsible adult.
• The prior school or pathway, if any.
• The official notice, registration, exemption, or confirmation.
• The family learning approach in plain language.
• The intended start date and first annual review point.
• Any special education, health, court, or custody document that changes the process.

The legal models in this report show why a family should not copy another family’s entry process. In England, a 

child can be educated at home full-time or part-time and does not have to follow the national curriculum, but 

parents must provide a suitable full-time education and a council may make an informal inquiry. In New Zealand, 

the family applies for an exemption. In NSW, the department requires registration and assesses the proposed 

educational program and records. In Texas, the state education agency says it does not regulate or register 

homeschool programs. In Florida, the Department of Education describes a parent-directed route with a letter of 

intent, annual evaluation, and termination notice.

The positive lesson is that home education has room for different philosophies and structures. The records 

lesson is that the family’s freedom is safest when the legal pathway is documented at the beginning rather than 

reconstructed later.

Returning to school

School re-entry can be requested at many points, but the receiving school or district may need to decide:

• Which year or grade is appropriate.
• Which courses or credits can be recognized.
• Whether the learner needs placement support.
• Whether an exam sequence or prerequisite has been completed.
• Whether a special education or health plan needs to be reviewed.

The family packet should therefore include an annual overview, course descriptions, representative work, assess

ment evidence, and the relevant status document. It should not imply that the parent can unilaterally award the 

receiving school’s credits.

Texas provides a clear example of a local placement model. Its public enrollment guidance says that when a stu

dent enrolls from a homeschool, private school, out-of-state school, or international school, the district evaluates 

the records for appropriate placement and may consider transcripts, curriculum, student work, or assessments. Its 

home-schooling page says districts may assess mastery for grade placement or credit. In England, Essex County 

Council says a school may assess a returning child to determine the level at which the child is working and that 

exam entries are not automatic. The school is making a placement decision, not declaring the home education 

invalid.

Families can make this conversation easier by writing course descriptions that answer ordinary school questions:

• What was studied?
• Over what dates?
• Which materials or providers were used?
• What did the learner produce?
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• How was progress checked?
• What level or next step does the family believe is appropriate?

The last question is a recommendation, not a demand. A strong packet shows confidence in the learner while 

leaving the receiving school room to use its own assessment process.

Interstate and international moves

A move creates two separate transitions: the family may need to establish a lawful home-education status in the 

new place, and the learner may later need to explain the prior pathway to a school or institution there.

Do not assume that a registration or exemption follows the family across a border. New Zealand’s published 

home-education material explains how exemption files can transfer between Ministry regions and how families 

should notify the regional office when travelling overseas or returning. That is a jurisdiction-specific administrative 

process, not a global rule.

Before a move, create a jurisdiction file containing:

• The old jurisdiction’s entry and exit records.
• The last date of residence and last date of registered status.
• The new jurisdiction’s official home-education page and current forms.
• A copy of identity and address evidence likely to be requested.
• A list of records that may need translation or certification.
• A written note of every call or email with the responsible authority.

Keep the evidence in its original language and preserve a clean translation separately. Do not overwrite the 

original with a translated summary. A future institution may need to inspect the original wording, stamp, seal, 

signature, or document number.

Dual enrollment

Dual enrollment is a particularly valuable transition bridge because the learner can experience post-secondary 

work while still completing a home-education pathway. It is also a place where families can accidentally create 

confusion by assuming that college course credit automatically becomes a high-school credential.

Florida’s official guidance is unusually explicit about home education students. Eligible home-education students 

can take postsecondary coursework and earn credit toward a high-school diploma, career certificate, industry 

certification, associate degree, or baccalaureate degree. The state lists conditions including home-education 

enrollment, GPA thresholds that vary by course type, college-readiness requirements for college-credit courses, 

additional institutional criteria, and a rule about not being scheduled to graduate before the course is complete. 

A home-education student seeking enrollment works with the district and the college under a home-education 

articulation agreement.

The family’s dual-enrollment file should include:

• Proof of home-education status for the relevant year.
• The signed articulation or enrollment agreement.
• The institution’s course title, code, credits, and term.
• The final college transcript or official grade record.
• A note explaining how the course will be represented in the home-education record.
• Any prerequisite, placement, or access-arrangement record.

The college transcript is the important external record. A parent may summarize the course in a homeschool 

transcript, but should not recreate or alter the college’s official grade record.

External examinations

An external examination can give a learner a portable result from a recognized awarding organization. It can also 

create a new set of deadlines and practical requirements that a family must plan for years in advance.

The private-candidate process generally has five decision points:

1. Identify the qualification and subject syllabus.
2. Confirm whether the learner’s location has an approved centre.
3. Ask whether the centre accepts private candidates for that syllabus.
4. Confirm coursework, practical, oral, laboratory, or controlled-assessment rules.
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5. Register, pay, arrange access needs, sit the exam, and preserve the official result.

Cambridge International says private candidates must find a centre or approved exam provider, register through 

that centre, make payments to the centre, provide identity, and collect results and certificates through the centre. 

Its guidance also warns that some syllabuses or options are not available to private candidates. JCQ explains 

that home-schooled and self-taught candidates in the UK must use an approved school, college, or educational 

establishment, and that subjects with coursework or non-exam assessment need special attention.

This is why a portfolio is not a replacement for an external result. A portfolio may help a tutor or institution 

understand preparation. It does not turn into an awarding-body certificate. Conversely, an exam certificate can 

document a result without showing the learner’s wider work, interests, or development.

Vocational pathways

Vocational transition is often more local and practical than university admissions. A training provider may care 

about age, status, prerequisite skills, safety, placement availability, work authorization, and evidence that the 

learner can manage the course. The provider may use its own assessment rather than a conventional transcript.

New Zealand’s Ministry of Education identifies tertiary providers, industry training, apprenticeships, private train

ing establishments, and government training establishments as different options. It tells families to check each 

provider’s entry requirements and describes vocational pathways for young people. In NSW, the Department 

of Education says registered home-school students may be eligible for Smart and Skilled subsidies, and that a 

provider may ask for the current registration certificate and assess the student or require evidence.

The vocational packet should emphasize readiness and verified experience:

• Current identity and lawful education status.
• Relevant course or project record.
• Practical skills and safety training.
• Work samples or a portfolio suited to the trade.
• References from tutors, employers, mentors, or supervisors.
• Any required literacy, numeracy, or placement result.
• The provider’s written confirmation of prerequisites.

Do not make the vocational record sound like a university application if the provider wants evidence of doing. A 

build log, design portfolio, work placement reference, or competency checklist may be more useful than a long 

essay.

University applications

University applications are institution-specific even within one country. The strongest records-first approach is to 

select likely courses early, read the course and country requirements, and identify which evidence must come 

from an independent person or official awarding body.

The University of California illustrates a contextual application model. Its home-schooled student guidance 

recognizes several home-school settings and asks applicants to describe the home-school environment, structure, 

and activities through the application. This means the family record should preserve both academic information 

and the context that makes the learner’s choices intelligible.

The University of Toronto illustrates an evidence-rich model. Its Canadian requirements page says it considers 

home-school applicants and asks for a letter stating that the student was homeschooled, course outlines, text

books, the method of evaluation, a sample of written work, relevant independent evaluations or transcripts, and 

official standardized-test results where taken. It also warns that program prerequisites still matter. For science or 

commerce and management programs, it recommends or requires evidence equivalent to the relevant senior 

secondary courses or examinations depending on the program.

Christ’s College Cambridge illustrates a qualification and referee model. It welcomes suitably qualified home-

educated applicants, but highlights suitable examinations, science practicals where relevant, a referee who is 

not related to the applicant, predicted grades, and admissions assessments. King’s College Cambridge says it is 

happy to consider home-educated applicants and asks applicants to show a workload equivalent to three full A 

Level subjects in the final year for the relevant context.

These examples are encouraging because they show that independent learning can be considered. They are 
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demanding because the institution still needs comparable evidence for the course. A parent transcript is useful as 

an index. It is not a universal replacement for a required qualification, an independent reference, practical work, 

or an admissions assessment.

Credential evaluation

Credential evaluation is designed to compare a qualification to a receiving framework. It is not a general-purpose 

service for turning every learning experience into a qualification.

NZQA’s International Qualification Assessment page says it can evaluate a tertiary or vocational upper-secondary 

qualification awarded by a nationally recognized and accredited provider, with a minimum amount of notional 

learning. It says it cannot evaluate secondary school qualifications, incomplete programs, programs that do not 

lead to a qualification, certificates of attendance, or work-experience letters. The page also says an evaluation from 

another country is not accepted as a substitute because NZQA compares the qualification to the New Zealand 

framework.

The implication for home-educating families is important. If the learner has completed an external qualification 

through a recognized awarding body, preserve the award certificate, transcript, verification pathway, and syllabus 

or program description. If the learner has completed a parent-directed secondary program without an external 

qualification, the likely destination may instead need a school-specific admissions review, placement assessment, 

or alternative entry route. Calling a homeschool transcript a credential evaluator’s qualification assessment can 

create a problem at the point when precision matters most.

Translation and authentication

Translation and authentication are separate tasks:

• Translation makes the content readable in the destination language.
• Certification gives the translation or copy a defined status under the recipient’s rules.
• Legalisation or apostille helps establish the authenticity of a public signature, stamp, or seal for use abroad.
• Recognition is the receiving authority’s decision about whether the document or qualification satisfies its 

rule.

The UK government’s legalisation guidance says the Legalisation Office checks signatures, stamps, and seals 

against its records. It does not authenticate the contents of a document or approve its educational meaning. 

NZQA requires color scans of original documents, verified documents, and English translations from a recognized 

official translation service when the original is not in English.

Before paying for translation or apostille services, ask the recipient:

• Which documents need translation?
• Must the translation be sworn, certified, or completed by a specified service?
• Must the original be notarized or apostilled?
• Does the recipient want the original and translation together?
• Can the document be submitted digitally?
• How recent must the certification be?
• Will the recipient accept a parent-created record, or only an external qualification?

The sequence matters. A family can waste time and money legalizing a document that the institution never needed 

or cannot recognize for the intended purpose.

Record privacy

Transition pressure can make families overshare. A receiving institution may ask for evidence, but the answer is 

not always the child’s entire archive, health history, journal, learning-difference narrative, or private photographs.

Use a three-level sharing model:

Level Share when Typical contents

Destination packet The institution is making a current decision Status document, annual summary, relevant course record, 

required assessment, targeted work samples

Verification packet The institution asks how a claim can be checked Original certificates, provider confirmations, assessment re

ports, referee contacts, source documents
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Private master archive Keep for the family and future decisions Full work history, drafts, reflections, health or support con

text, photos, financial records, correspondence

In the United States, FERPA gives parents and eligible students rights to inspect and seek amendment of covered 

education records, and generally requires consent for disclosure of personally identifiable information except 

where an exception applies. A consent must identify the records, purpose, and recipient. A homeschool family 

archive is not automatically a FERPA education record held by a school, so families should not claim FERPA 

protection where it does not apply. The useful practice is still clear: name the purpose, limit the records, identify 

the recipient, and keep a copy of what was shared.

For digital records, use stable filenames, a private backup, access expiration where available, and a sharing log. 

A record that travels well should be easy to retrieve and difficult to expose accidentally.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Institution and jurisdiction comparison

This table is a planning map, not a legal ranking. “Discretion” means that a local official, school, centre, faculty, or 

provider may make a decision beyond the published baseline. “Recommended packet” is Ivy Waters synthesis, 

not a statement that the destination requires every item.

Place or institution Entry or pathway signal Evidence explicitly visi

ble in the source

Discretion or boundary Recommended family 

packet

England Parent-led home educa

tion, full-time education 

otherwise than at school

Parent responsibility, 

suitable education, pos

sible local authority in

quiry

Local authority and re

ceiving school decisions 

remain separate

Notice or correspon

dence, annual overview, 

work samples, assess

ments, destination re

quest

New Zealand Ministry exemption for 

home education

Exemption, regional ad

ministration, NCEA and 

Cambridge pathways

Link schools, exam 

centres, and tertiary 

providers may decide 

whether to participate

Exemption, learning 

record, exam correspon

dence, qualification re

sults, provider communi

cations

Alberta Supervised or notifica

tion-only home-educa

tion options

Program plan, supervi

sion or notification path

way, evaluation context

School authority and re

ceiving institution may 

use different placement 

rules

Pathway identification, 

plan, evaluation, course 

record, work evidence

New South Wales Department registration 

and assessed educa

tional program

Registration certificate, 

educational program, 

implementation records

Registration period and 

assessment process are 

jurisdiction-specific

Certificate, program, 

records of implementa

tion, achievement evi

dence, exit or new-status 

record

South Africa Provincial registration 

pathway

Attendance, portfolio, 

progress, support, as

sessment and examina

tion records

Provincial administration 

and current policy deter

mine process

Registration, attendance, 

portfolio index, assess

ment, phase evidence, 

correspondence

Texas State agency does not 

register or accredit 

homeschool programs

Parent-directed pro

gram, public-school 

placement assessment 

may use records

Local district decides 

placement and credit; 

higher education has its 

own rules

Parent transcript, curricu

lum description, work 

samples, assessment, 

prior status correspon

dence

Florida Notice and annual eval

uation home-education 

route

Parent-directed pro

gram, annual evaluation, 

dual enrollment access

District, college, and 

articulation agreement 

conditions apply

Letter or proof of enroll

ment, annual evaluation, 

articulation agreement, 

college transcript
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University of California Home-schooled appli

cants have an applica

tion pathway

Academic history, home-

school environment, 

structure, activities

Campus and program 

requirements still control 

eligibility and selection

Academic history, 

course record, context 

statement, external re

sults, activity evidence

University of Toronto Home-school applicants 

considered

Letter, outlines, text

books, evaluation 

method, writing sample, 

independent evaluation, 

standardized results

Program prerequisites 

and competitive require

ments remain

Course outlines, reading 

list, evaluation record, 

writing sample, external 

results

Christ’s College Cam

bridge

Suitably qualified home-

educated applicants 

welcome

Suitable exams, practi

cals where relevant, non-

family referee, predicted 

grades, assessments

Course, College, dead

line, and qualification re

quirements apply

Qualification plan, prac

tical evidence, indepen

dent referee, predicted 

grades, test registration

Massey University Home-schooled stu

dents may apply through 

Discretionary Entrance if 

needed

Evidence of achieve

ment, registered-teacher 

assessment, equal-stan

dard opinion

Domestic status, quali

fication, age, and pro

gram conditions apply

Learning evidence, reg

istered-teacher assess

ment, statement, path

way plan

NZQA International qualifica

tion assessment for de

fined formal qualifica

tions

Verified awards, tran

scripts, identity, transla

tions, program descrip

tion

Secondary school and 

non-qualification learn

ing are outside the 

stated scope

Award certificate, offi

cial transcript, verifica

tion, passport, transla

tion, program descrip

tion

The comparison reveals a pattern. The more consequential the destination’s decision, the more likely it is to ask for 

evidence from outside the parent narrative: a government status document, an external examination, a registered 

teacher, a college transcript, a certified translation, or an official verification route. This is not an argument against 

home education. It is an argument for choosing the right bridge early.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Four record packet archetypes

The return-to-school packet

Use for a school or district deciding placement, credit, support, or exam sequence.

1. Identity and address evidence required by the school.
2. Home-education status or exit correspondence.
3. One-page annual overview for each year.
4. Course descriptions with dates, materials, level, and assessment.
5. Representative work in language, mathematics, science, and the learner’s strongest or most relevant areas.
6. External evaluations or test results, if available.
7. Support information that the family chooses to disclose and that is relevant to access.
8. A short list of questions for the placement meeting.

Do not send hundreds of pages first. Give the school a map, then supply deeper evidence in response to its actual 

placement question.

The exam and qualification packet

Use for private-candidate registration, external exams, or an application that depends on a formal qualification.

1. Candidate identity and contact details.
2. Qualification, board, syllabus, and subject plan.
3. Approved centre confirmation.
4. Registration, payment, and statement-of-entry records.
5. Practical, coursework, oral, or access-arrangement plan.
6. Tutor or referee contact where relevant.
7. Official results and certificates.
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8. A transcript or portfolio index that clearly labels the external result as external.

The crucial habit is to record the board, syllabus, centre, and candidate number before the exam. A vague 

note saying “studied chemistry” is much less portable than “Cambridge International AS and A Level Chemistry, 

syllabus code, exam series, approved centre, result.”

The university packet

Use for a specific course, not for “university” in the abstract.

1. Destination course and country requirements.
2. Academic history with dates and consistent course names.
3. Course outlines, resources, and evaluation methods.
4. External qualifications and official results.
5. Samples of work selected for the course.
6. Independent reference and predicted results where required.
7. Admissions-test registration and scores where required.
8. Activities and context that show the learner’s interests without inflating them into academic credit.
9. Translation, certification, and identity documents if requested.

10. A submission log with deadlines and the person responsible for each item.

The packet should make the learner’s education feel coherent, not defensive. A family does not need to apologize 

for choosing home education. It does need to answer the course’s published academic questions.

The international move packet

Use when a family changes country, language, or education system.

1. Original identity and status documents.
2. Prior jurisdiction’s registration, exemption, or notification.
3. New jurisdiction’s current requirements and contact record.
4. Annual learning summaries and course records.
5. External certificates and transcripts.
6. Original-language documents and translations.
7. Authentication or apostille only where the recipient requires it.
8. Private archive of correspondence, forms, and proof of submission.
9. Privacy-controlled sharing list.

The family should maintain both a local-language record and a portable-language summary. Translation should 

preserve names, dates, grades, course titles, and document numbers exactly. Explanatory notes can sit beside 

the translation rather than silently changing the original.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

A practical transition timeline

Two years before a likely transition

• Name plausible destinations and pathway types.
• Read official requirements for the exact course, provider, or jurisdiction.
• Identify qualifications that require long lead times.
• Check whether a non-family referee, registered teacher, practical, or external assessment is needed.
• Start using stable course names and annual record folders.

One year before

• Contact the destination or exam centre with specific questions.
• Confirm whether home-educated applicants or private candidates are accepted for the exact pathway.
• Map prerequisites and the evidence needed for each one.
• Arrange independent assessment or references early.
• Confirm translation, certification, and identity requirements.
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Six months before

• Freeze the relevant learning summary and check names and dates.
• Register for exams, admissions tests, or training where required.
• Obtain current status documents.
• Select work samples and verify that links, files, and scans open.
• Create a destination-specific packet rather than sharing the full archive.

One to three months before

• Submit forms and retain confirmation.
• Check whether the destination requires originals, certified copies, direct provider transmission, or a portal 

upload.
• Confirm referee availability and predicted grades.
• Order translations only after the recipient confirms the standard.
• Create a questions list for the placement or admissions conversation.

At the transition

• Keep the submitted packet unchanged.
• Record who received it, when, and what was requested next.
• Ask for any placement, credit, or document decision in writing where practical.
• Preserve the learner’s private master archive.

After the transition

• Save the final decision, offer, placement, transcript, certificate, or training record.
• Record which documents were useful and which were not requested.
• Update the next-year record system while the experience is fresh.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Failure modes and the records-first repair

Failure mode: treating a transcript as a diploma

Why it fails: A parent summary describes study but may not be a recognized completion credential. Texas, 

federal student-aid guidance, Cambridge, and NZQA each show different distinctions between home completion, 

admission eligibility, external qualification, and evaluated credentials.

Repair: Label every document accurately. Use “parent-prepared transcript,” “external examination certificate,” 

“college transcript,” “registration certificate,” and “credential evaluation” as separate document types.

Failure mode: researching the country but not the destination

Why it fails: A national framework may permit home education while a specific school, faculty, exam centre, or 

training provider sets additional conditions.

Repair: Build a destination record with the exact URL, date checked, contact, program, and requirement 

language.

Failure mode: waiting until the final year to create evidence

Why it fails: A family cannot easily recreate a writing sample, lab notebook, project history, external reference, 

or reading list years later.

Repair: Preserve a small representative sample and one annual summary while learning happens.

Failure mode: assuming private candidates can enter every subject

Why it fails: Cambridge International and JCQ warn about syllabus, coursework, practical, and centre constraints.
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Repair: Check the exact syllabus and centre before designing the year around it.

Failure mode: legalizing the wrong document

Why it fails: Apostille or legalisation verifies a public signature or seal. It does not make an unrecognized record 

into a recognized qualification.

Repair: Ask the recipient what must be authenticated, translated, or certified before paying for services.

Failure mode: sending the entire private archive

Why it fails: It increases privacy exposure and makes the receiving reader work harder to find the relevant 

evidence.

Repair: Share a minimum necessary packet and keep a private master archive.

Failure mode: promising acceptance

Why it fails: A platform, consultant, or another family’s experience cannot bind a school, authority, exam centre, 

or university.

Repair: Use bounded language: “supports review,” “documents the pathway,” “meets the published require

ment,” or “requires destination confirmation.”

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Ten qualified findings for citation and press use

1. A homeschool transcript is a translation layer, not a universal credential. Government status docu

ments, school placement records, external results, college transcripts, and credential evaluations serve 

different purposes. Texas Education Agency · NZQA
2. The transition destination determines the evidence standard. A local school may assess placement, an 

exam centre controls private-candidate entry, and a university may require course prerequisites, external 

results, or an independent referee. Texas public-school enrollment · JCQ · Christ’s College Cambridge
3. Home-education rules differ sharply across jurisdictions. England, New Zealand, NSW, Texas, Florida, 

Alberta, and South Africa use different combinations of notice, exemption, registration, evaluation, super

vision, and local discretion. No family should import another jurisdiction’s checklist without checking the 

current official source. GOV.UK · NSW Government · Texas Education Agency
4. Returning to school is commonly a placement decision rather than an automatic credit conversion. 

Districts and schools may review records, assess mastery, place by level, and determine which credits or 

exam entries are appropriate. Texas Education Agency · Essex County Council
5. Private-candidate exams create a formal bridge, but only when the centre and syllabus fit. Private 

candidates must locate an approved centre, confirm availability, meet assessment rules, and preserve 

official results. Cambridge International · JCQ
6. Dual enrollment can recognize home-education students while preserving institutional conditions. 

Florida’s public guidance includes home education students but requires eligibility and a home-education 

articulation agreement. Florida Department of Education
7. University consideration does not remove the need for concrete academic evidence. UC, Toronto, 

Cambridge, and Massey each describe home-educated pathways that still rely on course information, 

qualifications, evaluation, references, or other evidence. UC · Toronto · Massey
8. A credential evaluator cannot evaluate learning that falls outside its published scope. NZQA 

distinguishes formal qualifications from secondary school records, incomplete programs, attendance 

certificates, and non-qualification learning. NZQA scope
9. Authentication does not equal recognition. Legalisation or an apostille can help verify a public signa

ture, stamp, or seal, but the receiving institution still decides whether the document satisfies its educational 

or administrative rule. GOV.UK legalisation · HCCH Apostille Convention
10. The most portable record is purpose-built and privacy-aware. Families should keep a private master 
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archive and share the smallest packet that answers the destination’s question, using clear consent and a 

record of what was disclosed. U.S. Department of Education FERPA · European Data Protection Board on 

children

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

What families can do now

• Keep status documents in a folder separate from learning evidence.
• Write one annual overview before the year disappears into individual lessons.
• Use course descriptions that name dates, level, resources, outputs, and assessment.
• Preserve a small, representative evidence set rather than every worksheet.
• Maintain a list of external providers, tutors, evaluators, and potential referees.
• Research exams and destinations before choosing a final-year pathway.
• Ask international recipients about translation and authentication before ordering either.
• Keep original documents, translations, and submission confirmations together.
• Maintain a destination question log with dates and names.
• Share a purpose-limited packet and retain a private master archive.

Ivy Waters is designed around this records-first workflow. It can help a family organize plans, evidence, progress, 

and summaries into a record that is easier to explain and retrieve. It cannot guarantee that an authority, school, 

exam centre, training provider, university, or credential evaluator will accept a particular document. Ivy Waters 

does not issue credentials beyond its approved scope and does not turn a parent-created record into an accred

ited qualification.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Methodology and limitations

This report is a structured desk audit conducted and checked on 12 August 2026. It is not a survey of homeschool 

families, an admissions-outcome analysis, a legal opinion, or a ranking of homeschool-friendliness. It does not 

make acceptance-rate claims. It does not infer that a published pathway is commonly used, easy to access, or 

available to every learner.

Source selection

Official primary sources were prioritized: national or subnational government education pages, official legislation 

or guidance, qualification bodies, examination organizations, and receiving-institution admissions pages. The 

selected jurisdiction set was chosen to show contrasting administrative models and useful document pathways, 

not to represent every country. The core set is England, New Zealand, Alberta, New South Wales, South Africa, 

Texas, and Florida. Receiving institutions and qualification bodies include the University of California, University 

of Toronto, Christ’s College Cambridge, King’s College Cambridge, Massey University, NZQA, Cambridge Inter

national, and JCQ.

The report uses advocacy and practitioner sources only as discovery or context in the broader research program. 

They do not support the headline policy findings here when an official source is available.

Coding rules

Each source was coded in the companion Transition Source Ledger with a claim ID, geography or institution, 

pathway, requirement type, discretion category, limitation, direct URL, and check date. Requirement language is 

classified as:

• Required: The source uses mandatory or equivalent language for the stated pathway.
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• Conditional: The requirement applies only when a condition is met, such as a specific subject, age, qualifi

cation, or funding route.
• Recommended: The source advises a practice but does not state it as a condition of entry.
• Institution-specific: A receiving organization controls the decision or sets a local process.
• Not stated: The source does not answer the question. This is not the same as “not required.”

Where the report says “may,” “can,” or “often,” the wording signals discretion or a synthesis across sources. It does 

not mean a universal practice has been measured.

Limitations

• The report cannot cover every country, state, province, school, exam centre, or university.
• Some policies are updated during the year, and a page may link to a form or PDF with a different update date.
• University requirements can vary by course, faculty, applicant status, and year of entry.
• Local placement decisions are often not fully specified in public policy.
• A published pathway does not show how frequently families use it or what outcomes follow.
• Translation and legalisation rules are recipient-specific and may depend on document type and country pair.
• Privacy obligations differ by organization, jurisdiction, and whether a record is held by a covered institution 

or a family.
• The packet archetypes, timeline, and destination-first model are Ivy Waters synthesis. They are planning 

tools, not official requirements.

Rules change. Verify the current requirement with the relevant authority, institution, exam centre, or credential 

evaluator before acting. For high-stakes moves, qualification decisions, immigration matters, or disputes, obtain 

advice from the responsible authority or a qualified professional.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Frequently asked questions

Can a homeschooled student return to school?

Often there is a route, but the school or district may decide grade placement, course credit, assessment, or 

support through its own process. Preserve the home-education status record, annual summaries, course descrip

tions, representative work, and assessments, then ask the destination what it needs before sending the full archive.

Is a homeschool transcript accepted everywhere?

No. A parent-prepared transcript can organize the record, but it is not a universal credential. A destination may 

require a registration or exemption, external examination, college transcript, independent evaluation, reference, 

placement assessment, or credential evaluation.

Should a family make a portfolio for every transition?

Not necessarily. A portfolio is most useful when the destination needs to see evidence of work, progress, practical 

ability, or context. Build a purpose-specific selection from a private master archive instead of sending every 

artifact.

Can a homeschooled student take external exams?

Often, but the learner must follow the awarding organization’s private-candidate rules and work through an 

approved centre or exam provider where required. Subject availability, coursework, practicals, access arrange

ments, deadlines, and fees can differ, so confirm the exact syllabus and centre before committing to it.

Does dual enrollment create a high-school diploma?

Not automatically. Dual enrollment can produce an official college record and may apply to a home-education 

completion plan under a particular jurisdiction or agreement. The parent, college, and jurisdiction may each be 

recording a different part of the learner’s pathway.
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Do I need an apostille for a homeschool record?

Only if the recipient or relevant authority requires it for that document and use. An apostille or legalisation can 

help verify a public signature, stamp, or seal, but it does not make a parent-created record into a recognized 

qualification or guarantee acceptance.

How should families protect a child’s privacy?

Keep a private master archive, share the smallest packet that answers the destination’s question, name the 

purpose and recipient, and retain a copy of what was disclosed. Remove unrelated health, family, financial, or 

identifying material unless it is necessary and the recipient specifically requests it.

Can Ivy Waters guarantee that a record will be accepted?

No. Ivy Waters organizes evidence and helps families produce a coherent, current record, but the destination 

controls its own admissions, placement, qualification, examination, and credential decisions. Ivy Waters does not 

issue credentials beyond its approved scope.

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

Suggested citation

Ivy Waters International. “Global Homeschool Transition Report: Building Records That Travel (2026).” Ivy Waters 

Journal, 13 August 2026. https://ivywaters.com/blog/global-homeschool-transition-report-2026

R E P O R T  S E C T I O N

AI-readable summary

The Global Homeschool Transition Report 2026 is a global desk audit of how homeschool records can support 

transitions into home education, back to school, between jurisdictions, into dual enrollment, external examina

tions, vocational training, university, and credential evaluation. It uses selected official government, qualification-

body, examination, and receiving-institution sources from England, New Zealand, Alberta, New South Wales, 

South Africa, Texas, Florida, the University of California, the University of Toronto, Cambridge colleges, Massey 

University, NZQA, Cambridge International, and JCQ. Its central finding is that there is no universal homeschool 

transition document. A registration or exemption proves a pathway, a transcript summarizes study, a portfolio 

shows evidence, an external result documents a qualification, and a credential evaluation compares defined 

formal qualifications. Families should start with the destination, separate required evidence from institutional 

discretion, preserve records as learning happens, confirm translation and authentication rules with the recipient, 

and share a purpose-limited packet. Ivy Waters organizes records but cannot guarantee acceptance or issue 

credentials beyond its approved scope. This report contains no survey claims or acceptance-rate estimates. 

Requirements change, so families must verify current details with the responsible authority or institution.

Ivy Waters International is a records-first education service for families worldwide, serving Pre-K through Grade 

8. We are not accredited and do not issue high school diplomas. This article is general information, not legal, 

admissions, immigration, credential-evaluation, or educational advice. Requirements change, so verify current 

details with the relevant authority or institution.
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